NATIONAL WIND WATCH INC.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NWW ENCOURAGES FUNDING TO RESEARCH IMPACTS OF COMMERCIAL
WIND ENERGY

Submits Comments to House Appropriations Committee

Rowe, MA (April 11, 2006). National Wind Watch submitted comments to the House of
Representatives Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy & Water Development calling
for funding to be redirected away from wind energy research and development (R&D)
and instead focused on the detrimental impacts of commercial wind energy installations
and possible mitigation techniques. The subcommittee determines annual spending levels
for programs at the Department of Energy (DOE).

National Wind Watch stressed in its comments that “Continued installation of wind
turbines throughout our rural and mountainous landscapes without scientific, impartial
review of the impacts of this industrialization, would have devastating effects on some of
the most precious ecosystems in the world.” Further, it stated that after decades of
government subsidized research and implementation, it was time for the wind industry to
start paying for much of its way, consistent with the maturation of the technology. “Any
money now should go to research, once and for all, the impacts of these massive turbines
on our wildlife, open spaces, property values, health and safety of residents living in the
vicinity of turbines, and the quality of rural life.” National Wind Watch recommended
that, given the inherent and perceived conflict of interest, the National Renewable Energy
Laboratory not hold responsibility for such research but only be permitted to participate.
The document submitted to the subcommittee can be viewed at
http://www.windwatch.org/documents/2342. Similar comments will be submitted in the
Senate.

National Wind Watch, a nonprofit corporation, seeks to promote knowledge and raise
awareness of the risks and damaging environmental impacts of industrial wind energy
development. Information and analysis on the subject is available through its website,
www.windwatch.org.
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