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 Developer puts wind project on 'semi-hold'

February 26, 2005 

By Susan Smallheer Herald Staff 

LONDONDERRY — The developer of the wind energy project on Glebe Mountain said Friday that the controversial project was on "semi-hold."

Robert Charlebois, vice president of Catamount Energy, a subsidiary of Central Vermont Public Service Corp., said that while some work was still being done on the 50-megawatt project, his company had turned its development energy elsewhere.

"It's on hold, it's on semi-hold," Charlebois said. "We're still slowly working on it."

He said Catamount was continuing to measure wind on the mountaintop, which straddles the town line between Londonderry and Windham.

Charlebois, who last year had said that the Glebe Mountain site was the most promising wind energy site in the state, said that Catamount needed "clear signals" from the regulatory community before putting much more money and time into the project.

"The business climate (for wind projects) is very robust, except in this state," Charlebois said. "We're advancing the project, but not as aggressively as perhaps we could be at this point."

Catamount wants to build 27 turbines, each 330 feet tall, stretching over the ridgeline that currently includes Magic Mountain ski area. The 50 megawatts of power would be enough electricity for 18,700 households.

Charlebois cited the strong community opposition to the Glebe Mountain project, which he said came from some prominent environmentalists.

"It's surprising because of where it comes from. It flies in the face of reason," he said.

Sam Lloyd of Weston, co-chairman of the Glebe Mountain Group, which is opposed to Catamount's project, said he questioned what Charlebois meant by "semi-hold." Lloyd, a former state representative, was a longtime member of the state Environmental Board.

Charlebois said that Catamount was busy building wind projects — out of state — in Texas. He said the company recently completed a 91-megawatt project in Texas and that by the end of 2005, it would have completed 230 megawatts of wind energy in Texas.

Catamount's decision comes on the heels of a decision by enXco, the French energy company that was working with Green Mountain Power to expand its small wind facility in Searsburg, to shelve its plans for the time being.

Dorothy Schnure, spokesman for Green Mountain Power, said her company was working with enXco to try and change its mind.

"We're in discussions with enXco to keep the project moving ahead," she said.

Robert Ide, director of energy efficiency for the Department of Public Service said he interpreted Catamount's decision as a "wait and see" approach to regulation, with a sharp eye focused on the Public Service Board's upcoming hearings on another controversial wind project in the northeastern corner of the state.

"I think Catamount is watching East Haven very closely," Ide said. "If it is permitted, it will give them encouragement, if it's denied, I think they will take that very, very seriously."

The Department of Public Service in December filed testimony with the Public Service Board supporting the East Haven Windfarm, but with conditions.

Ide, a former state senator, said that Catamount's decision was different than enXco's, which faced years of environmental review because most of the expansion was proposed for the Green Mountain National Forest.

Ide said that enXco had prioritized all its projects, with the goal of getting as many wind projects completed by the end of 2005, when current federal tax credits for wind energy development expire.

The state's second commercial wind project, the East Haven Windfarm, is seeking a certificate of public good from the Public Service Board.

Hearings on the northeastern Vermont project are expected next month before the state board, Ide said.

	


