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 Misleading ads on wind

January 8, 2005 


In a letter dated 12-16-04 soliciting donations for the Conservation Law Foundation, Philip Warburg, president, states, "The renewable energy tapped by wind turbines is New England's best shot at freedom from fossil fuel." CLF knows perfectly well that the amount of fossil fuel saved in electric generation is tiny compared with the fossil fuel used in the transportation sector in New England (cars, SUVs, buses, trucks, planes) and wind energy generation will be a drop in the bucket that will hardly free us from fossil fuels. If they are interested in "freedom from fossil fuels," why aren't they going after the real culprits?

In an ad put out by VPIRG in December 2004, the headline in bold states "When it comes to your energy, which would you choose?" There is a picture of a large nuclear facility next to a picture of wind turbines. Below the picture it states in bold "Clean power now." The implication here is that you have a choice between nuclear and wind energy, and that wind could replace nuclear. This is absolutely false. And they know it.

Politicizing science is dangerous. Both of these organizations depend on grant monies and your donations. Before you give to these or any groups, you might ask yourself: 1) Is this a group that is making overblown or misleading statements to put money in their own coffers? 2) Are they using popular but misleading rhetoric to justify their own positions or jobs? 3) Have they done the research necessary to make these claims? Are they even qualified? Maybe we need more scientists and fewer lawyers.

Instead of token environmentalism, why aren't these groups trying to find real ways to solve these serious problems, such as stricter controls on coal-burning facilities (to stop acid rain, for instance) and increased mileage requirements for the transportation sector.
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