Vt. Yankee is shut down after steam leak
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By STEPHEN MILLS Staff Writer 

VERNON – Technicians at the Vermont Yankee shut down the nuclear reactor Saturday after a steam leak inside the reactor building. 

Spokesman Robert Williams said the leak was confined to the containment area of the reactor. He said there was no release of radioactive material to the environment, and no threat to public health and safety. 

Williams said technicians shut down the reactor at 5:03 p.m. after they detected abnormal water levels after leaking steam had condensed. Technicians are required to shut down the reactor if steam releases exceed 4 gallons per minute. Williams could not say how long the steam had been leaking before it was detected. 

“This kind of leakage is not uncommon in the industry,” said Williams. “It’s accepted as part of the design (of this type of reactor). All plants (of this type) have this because they are steam generating plants that use water,” he added. 

At no time was there any need to activate an emergency plan to evacuate the plant or people living in the area, nor were local law enforcement agencies notified, he said. 

“This didn’t rise to that level,” he said. 

However, he said state nuclear engineer Bill Sherman and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission were notified immediately as a matter of course. 

Williams could not say when the reactor was last shut down for a steam leak. 

Williams said the cause of the leak from a two-inch pipe is still unknown, and said he could not speculate on the cause, or when the reactor would be restarted. 

“The plant will be restarted after a thorough investigation of the cause and all necessary repairs have been made,” he said. 

He noted that the plant had been operating continuously without problems for 335 days before Saturday’s incident. 

Williams said there was no disruption to the supply of electricity to the electrical grid because other power plants were operating to sustain operations. 

