Town plans to clear air

September 17, 2003

(from the Southern Vermont section, Rutland Herald) [image: image1.png]



The Associated Press 

BRATTLEBORO — The town plans to reduce its greenhouse gas emissions by 10 percent in residential and commercial areas, and another 20 percent in town-owned buildings and operations over the next seven years. 

A new draft of Brattleboro’s Climate Action Plan was put together by Paul Cameron of the Cities for Climate Protection Campaign. 

“This is really a long-term plan that will improve air quality in the town, increase citizen involvement in local government and create an overall better quality of life in the town,” Cameron said. “This is instrumental to our future.” 

The Cities for Climate Protection Campaign is a local wing of the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives, an association dedicated to reducing greenhouse emissions. Other regional towns participating in the campaign include Burlington, Keene, N.H., and Amherst, Mass. 

Brattleboro commissioned a greenhouse gas emissions inventory last year and found that nearly 200,000 tons of carbon dioxide — mostly from methane burning, energy and fuel use and landfill waste — were released by the town in the year 2000. 

The effects of climate change over the next century are likely to be significant in Vermont, according to the report. 

“They may include the migration of our northern hardwood forests northward to cooler areas, effectively ending the $13.4 million maple sugaring industry and curtailing the fall foliage season, which contributes $1.1 billion to Vermont’s economy,” the report concluded. 

Many of the suggestions in the action plan will save the town money, Cameron said. 

Brattleboro has acted upon smaller energy efficiency efforts in the past, said Town Manager Jerry Remillard. Cameron’s is the first plan that involves the whole town, he said. 

Two public hearings are due to be held on the plan before Brattleboro selectmen consider it for approval next month. 
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