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Wind Farm Tour Covers Much Ground
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Thursday October 14, 2004 

	 

	[image: image1.png]





[image: image2.png]





	[image: image3]
Wind Farm Site Tour



	




EAST HAVEN VERMONT
About 20 people traveled to the top of East Mountain in East Haven, Wednesday afternoon, to see where a proposed wind farm will be built at the site of the former U.S. Air Force radar base.

The trip, part of the permit process required by the Vermont Public Service Board, was overseen by PSB hearing officer Kurt Janson. It started at 1:30 in the afternoon at the mountain and ended somewhere near Madison Basin in the former Champion lands at dusk.

Among those attending were eight members of the Kingdom Commons Group, citizens opposed to the project, and an equal number of state employees. Wind developers Mathew Rubin and David Rapaport were also there with their lawyer, Andrew Raubvogel.

East Haven Windfarm has applied for a certificate of public good from the PSB to build four 1.5-megawatt wind turbines on top of East Mountain. The company had hoped to be under construction by now, but the application was stalled in March when the Agency of Natural Resources and the Kingdom Commons Group asked for more in-depth studies on the impact four 300-foot turbines would have on migrating birds and bats and other animals in the area. Despite objections from the developers, the PSB issued an order in late June, allowing the ANR and The Nature Conservancy of Vermont to conduct studies on migrating birds and bats this fall. That study is now under way.

KCG has hired Professor William Kilpatrick of the University of Vermont to study other species living in the area. The group is especially interested in finding out if the pine marten, an endangered species, has a habitat there, according to member George Willy.

While at the summit of East Mountain, Rubin pointed out where the four turbines would be located. Then the group climbed to the top of the tallest building to see the lay of the surrounding land. The view encompasses West Mountain Wildlife Refuge and the Silvio Conte Wildlife Refuge.

Everett Marshall, who was involved in a study done by Vermont Institute of Natural Science this summer, showed the group where the Bicknell thrush nests on the mountain. There are concerns by some that the blades of the turbines will disrupt this habitat.

Besides visiting the actual site of the wind farm, KCG asked Janson to see other spots where the turbines will be seen. Willy said the group has a long list of sites.

Wednesday, after driving for one hour and a 15-minute walk, the group arrived at one of those sites in the Madison Basin, located on the former Champion lands, now owned by Essex Timber. A number of snowmobile trails cross through the area which extend to within one mile of the east side of East Mountain. The top of the mountain is in clear view along with the old buildings of the radar base. KCG claims the site of four turbines on the ridge line will impact those using the trails.

Due to the number of requests from KCG, Janson said another site visit will have to be scheduled. He tentatively set the date for Oct. 22, saying the tour would begin earlier in the day. This second tour will include Maidstone State Park and Burke Mountain, along with other requests from KCG.

"I don't want to make three trips," Janson told the group.

Results of the studies being conducted now are to be submitted to the PSB by Dec. 15. A technical hearing is scheduled for March 14. Rubin has said, if the PSB holds to that schedule, construction of the wind farm will not take place until 2006.

