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Britain was warned yesterday it would need to build 100 nuclear power stations or 100,000 wind turbines to convert all cars and trucks from petrol to hydrogen fuel. 
Researchers from Warwick University admitted the results were "startling" and said there were still good reasons to consider switching from oil to hydrogen. 
But economics professor Andrew Oswald and energy consultant Jim Oswald said few realised what the impact of such a change might be. 
"The enormity of the green challenge is not understood," said Jim Oswald. "Many people think that hydrogen is a simple alternative to oil, but in fact it will require a huge investment in either wind farms or nuclear plants." 
About 100,000 wind turbines would cover a land mass the size of Wales if they were all onshore. And if all were placed offshore, they would form a six-mile deep strip encircling the coastline of the British Isles, the Warwick study says. 
The warning in an article entitled the Arithmetic of Renewable Energy came as a host of new wind projects were given the go-ahead. 
