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Public should be wary of developer


November 10, 2004 

	"Wind power is the only technology we have today that can displace a meaningful amount of fossil fuel," said Wilhelm Burke, manager of Essex Timber Co. He declared global warming a "clear and present danger" that can be overcome only by installing wind farms in the Northeast Kingdom.

This is a quote from your recent article, "Opinions Split During Wind Energy Hearing." The speaker was Wilhelm Merck, a businessman who not only manages, but has a financial interest in, lands purchased by his company, Essex Timber Co. These lands are the former Champion lands encumbered with public and conservation easements purchased by the people of the state of Vermont for $4.2 million in 1999. His company purchased the 84,000 acres, which are largely enrolled in Vermont's current use program. The state's taxpayers fund that program yearly.

Now he and a developer want the easements condemned to allow commercial development, which is forbidden, in the former Champion lands. The company and Mr. Merck stand to gain a tidy sum every year from lease revenues of any turbines located on Essex Timber lands. He says it will help him manage his timberland.

My comment? His pocketbook will be lined from wind turbines on our wildest ridgelines.

For more information: http://www.vlt.org/CIinvestors.html

Catherine Sargent Kirby

	[image: image1.png]






