Vermont can benefit from wind power
Letter to the Editor published in the Manchester Journal, March 12, 2004 

To the Editor: 

I'm writing in support of wind power in Vermont and against the bill in the Legislature calling for a three-year moratorium on any wind farm development on our ridgelines. Here's why: 

Wind will help Vermont and America stop and reduce global warming. We have to do our part, even though we don't have oil, coal or gas plants spewing out greenhouse gases in Vermont. But we are part of the New England electrical grid, which does get a lot of its power from natural gas and coal plants, so our wind power can help reduce our regional dependence on fossil fuels, especially natural gas with its steep price increase in recent years. 

Wind will help our economy by providing over 400 good-paying jobs in the construction phase and about 40 after that. It will help lower property taxes in the towns where wind farms are sited and increase state tax revenues. And it will be a stable source of affordable, clean power for 20 years, attracting new businesses to the state, as well as retaining existing ones. 

Wind can help us secure our energy future. When added to other forms of renewable energy - such as the Connecticut and Deerfield river dams and electrical generating stations that Vermont, along with a private partner, will hopefully buy this year - plus increased conservation and energy efficiency, it will provide us with home-grown and owned power. 

Wind is part of the solution for the problem that Vermont Yankee's nuclear power - 35 percent of Vermont's current total - will be gone in eight years when the plant is shut down after its designed lifespan of 40 years. And soon after that, the contracts with HydroQuebec will end, which have not been very economical for Vermont ratepayers, and we may need to replace another third of our power supply. 

Wind will help our wildlife. Yes, they may kill some migrating birds and bats, but that could be minimized with good siting and other techniques. The far greater threat to birds and all species, including our own, is the increasing damage to our mountains, forests, lakes and land by a changing climate, acid rain and air pollution. I heard a VT Fish and Wildlife Dept. official say recently that there are 50 percent less migrating birds seen now in our state. And globally, 12 percent of all bird species have disappeared, and many more are heading in that direction. 

You can learn more about wind power by coming to a public meeting either in South Londonderry on Thursday, March 18, 7 p.m., at the new Town Offices off School Street or in Bennington on Monday, March 15, 7 p.m., at Temple Bethel, 225 North St. (Route 7). You'll see an excellent new video called, "Vermont Wind: A Look at Our Energy Future," followed by a discussion about the potential benefits of wind farms, such as the ones proposed for Glebe Mountain in Londonderry and Mt. Equinox in Manchester. Questions and concerns expressed by some citizens will also be addressed. 

And on Tuesday, March 23 in Bennington, the Agency of Natural Resources is holding one of eight hearings around the state this month on wind power in Vermont. It starts at 6:30 p.m. at the Bennington Middle School on East Main Street, and citizens will have the opportunity to speak briefly about their views. 

I urge you to come both to learn more about the issue and to show the state government that most Vermonters want to move ahead with the six wind farms proposed around the state, including three in Southern Vermont. And if you can't make it, you can call or e-mail your comments to ANR's State Lands Director Mike Fraysier at 802-241-3682 or by sending an e-mail to anrwindpolicy@adamantaccord.com by March 31. 

John Berkowitz 

Putney 

