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Malone stalls off wind-farm projects
Town officials await report on possible health hazards

By DENISE A. RAYMO, Staff Writer
MALONE — A retired professor and his pediatrician wife will write a free report for the Town Council on what they claim are health hazards associated with wind-powered generators.
They say people living near wind farms in Europe suffer depression, anxiety, high blood pressure, loss of balance and other ailments from the noise and vibrations of the large, turning blades used to generate electrical power.
But proponents say the technology has advanced quite a bit since those long-ago problems were identified. They say the towers they want to build in northern New York and other parts of the state are safe and quiet.
Dr. Calvin Martin and Dr. Nina Pierpont will submit a report to the Town Council within three months on their health-related findings.
At the same time, the Town Council has asked its Planning Board members to look at wind-farm issues and report back so everyone can be informed long before wind-farm proponents seek land-use and building permits.
The town agreed not to accept any permit applications until the reports are filed.
Some Clinton County farmers have already signed letters of agreement with a Connecticut-based wind-generation company, Noble Environmental Power, to build wind towers on their land.
And Franklin County legislators heard a proposal earlier this month from a competing wind-generation firm, Atlantic Renewable Energy Corp. of Washington, D.C. It wants to build up to 70 freestanding 260-foot towers, with a 60-ton generator and three 135-foot-long blades on each, along Route 11 in the Town of Burke.
That project would generate 100 megawatts of power, which would be sold to the national power grid.
In the Ellenburg proposal, farmers who own 300 acres or more were offered annual payments of about $8,000 "for the rest of your life" for allowing the towers on their property, according to Malone Town Council member Robert Gleason, while the developers want federal and state tax breaks.
Martin, a retired history professor, and Pierpont, a behavioral pediatrician, told Malone Town Council members that studies conducted on people who live near wind farms in the United Kingdom show they suffer from depression, vertigo and a host of other ailments.
"The sound is horrendous," Martin said, likening blade and generator noise to sneakers bouncing around inside a clothes dryer. "It drives people wild."
Pierpont added that low-band frequency sounds also drive people to distraction, causing them to feel nauseous, get headaches and lose their balance from inner-ear problems, in addition to feeling depressed and anxious.
The severity of the ailments depends on how many turbines are on the property nearby, she said.
But proponents say noise-level restrictions are spelled out in all permits, which forbid the levels to rise above 50 decibels.
Experts say a normal conversation three feet away produces 55 decibels of noise and that the turbines need only to move 8 mph to generate electricity.
E-mail Denise A. Raymo at: draymo@pressrepublican.com 



