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 Expected wind farm breeds opposition 

By MEGHAN McCARTHY
Courier Staff
LYMAN—A group of residents is fighting the first step of what they believe may become an unsightly wind farm on Gardner Mountain.
The group opposes a request by UPC Wind Partners for a zoning variance to erect a 150-foot anemometer to measure wind along the mountain’s ridgeline. Members of the group, called Lyman Citizens for the Protection of Gardner Mountain, feel a variance would lead to a series of wind towers over 300 feet high along the ridge.
The Zoning Board of Adjustment is expected to make a decision tonight on whether or not to grant a variance. The town’s zoning ordinance prohibits structures higher than 35 feet.
“The earlier you take care of a problem, the less expensive and less time consuming it is,” said Jonathan Linowes, who with his wife Lisa, is heading up the opposition group. The couple own the Jockey Hill Farm, which sits in the shadow of Gardner Mountain, and are part-time residents, although they said last week that they plan to move to Lyman full-time from their home in Windham by next year. 
While the variance request is only for the anemometer, the Linoweses and a neighbor, who asked not to be identified, said they feel UPC has already decided Gardner Mountain would be a good location for a wind farm. And they believe that such a development would prove detrimental to Gardner Mountain, the town’s defining ridge, which is more than two miles long and visible from much of the town.
UPC is an international wind energy company with over 700 wind turbines throughout the world. In the United States, the company is based in Newton, Mass. UPC does not currently have any wind plants in New England, although Tim Caffyn, a project manager for the company, said they are examining a number of areas in the region for potential.
One of those is the Gorham-Randolph area, where the Berlin Daily Sun reported last month that UPC was looking into erecting up to 18 wind turbines on a site that runs into the Randolph Community Forest. 
To be granted a variance, the applicant must meet five criteria: demonstrate that surrounding property values would not decline; the permit would benefit the public interest; denial of the permit would result in unnecessary hardship to the property owner; granting the permit would create substantial justice; and the variance would not be contrary to the spirit of the ordinance.
The Linoweses said they fail to see how the proposed anemometer meets these criteria. The property in question is owned by a man who lives in Maine, and includes 1,000 acres and about 3,000 feet of road frontage, according to the Linoweses. They said denying a variance would hardly produce hardship, and that Caffyn’s claim at a June 30 public hearing that if the variance is not granted, the owner may be forced to sell the property to a developer is a false threat.
Caffyn said the anemometer is only the first step in making a decision on whether Gardner Mountain would be an adequate site for wind turbines. He said the device would be “very low impact,” requiring one to two acres of clearing along the ridge and a small trail to install the anemometer.
“If the wind’s right in Lyman, that’s good. That means there’s potential for a wind plant, but that doesn’t mean we’ll build one there,” said Caffyn, reached by phone last week in West Burke, Vt., where he is setting up a new UPC office. “I think we have a long way to go to talk with Lyman… to come up with a plan that makes sense for them, if it makes sense to them at all.”
Members of Lyman Citizens for the Protection of Gardner Mountain are skeptical. They feel UPC would not be investing the time and money if the company did not already feel the ridgeline would be a good site for wind turbines. Caffyn said an anemometer would cost between $15,000 and $20,000 to install. 
“While the anemometer may seem innocent enough, it can be a Trojan Horse,” according to literature from the group. “If approved, there may be no turning back.”
Caffyn said the company considers criteria other than wind when examining a site. 
“We try to find areas that are, for the most part, away from areas of significant interest. We look for receptive towns, fairly accessible ridgelines,” Caffyn said. “If possible, we like to find areas that are pre-developed… that had some logging activity or something on it. We don’t like to go into pristine areas.”
But the Linoweses contend that Gardner Mountain is indeed significant to Lyman, as the town’s defining ridgeline. While they laud the potential of wind as a renewable energy source, they said it’s important to consider the consequences and to determine whether the degree to which the ridge would be altered is a fair exchange for the amount of power produced. They feel the trade would not be a good one.
“I’d say most of us are environmentalists,” Lisa Linowes said of the 15-20 folks involved so far in the group opposed to the anemometer. “But you shouldn’t have to destroy the environment to save the environment.”
Caffyn said if UPC finds the site appropriate for producing wind energy and the company can reach an agreement with the town, there could be between 12 and 20 wind turbines installed on the ridge. He said they would be 320 feet tall – about 16 stories high. Federal Aviation Administration regulations would require the towers to be lit.
He said the company would do a line-of-sight analysis to determine the visual impact of wind turbines and that UPC tries to minimize the effect of lighting. Caffyn also said the turbines are not as noisy as the early wind towers of the 1980s. 
“You can stand underneath them and have a conversation,” he said. 
Caffyn said wind energy is becoming popular in Europe and is a good source of clean energy.
“Unfortunately, the U.S. has not really done a great job of pushing it,” he said. “Right now we’re very dependent on natural gas for our energy production… This is a viable alternative for people, and it’s a cost-effective alternative.”
Joe Broyles, an energy program manager for the state Office of Energy and Planning, said there are not any wind farms in New Hampshire, although the first wind factory in the country was built on Crotched Mountain, in the southern part of the state. That factory was closed in the early ‘80s, he said, when the owners moved to California.
Caffyn said UPC generally uses 1.5-megawatt towers. According to a formula applied to a hypothetical situation provided by Broyles, if UPC installed 20 such towers and the wind blew half the time, the wind facility would produce 131,400 megawatt hours of energy in a year. In 1999, according to state statistics, New Hampshire as a whole produced 16,205,923 megawatt hours.
The literature from the citizens group notes that the turbines would produce energy equivalent to about 150,000 barrels of oil in a year, in contrast to Saudi Arabia’s production of eight million barrels of oil in a single day.
The Linoweses believe that any power generated by the plant would simply flow into the northeast power grid and flow out of the state. But Caffyn said his company tries to sell energy produced by its turbines locally. 
“But we can’t force people to buy the power,” he said. “That said, we’re going to make every effort possible to sell the power locally… Not to say that some of it won’t end up elsewhere.”
Caffyn and Lyman Board of Selectmen Chair Brett Presby said they did not know what the financial ramifications would be for the town, although the Linoweses said UPC is dangling a figure of $100,000 per year. Presby said he is trying to keep an open mind about the potential of a wind farm in town, but there are numerous unknown factors at this point.
“I don’t really know. If it’s going to bring money into the town, it may be a good thing. I just don’t know. I’ve never seen one,” he said. “There’s people in town that are kind of like me – they don’t know, but they don’t want to throw the guy out right now. And there’s other people that just want us to get rid of [Caffyn].”
Broyles suggested that people who want to find out first-hand what a wind farm looks and sounds like should visit Searsburg, Vt., where there is a wind factory. He encourages people who call him about wind energy to base decisions and opinions on facts rather than misconceptions.
He said common misconceptions surrounding wind farms are that they kill birds; which he said now seems to be untrue; that the towers are wide, lattice-like structures; and that the arms on the turbines spin like airplane propellers, although they spin more slowly than that. Broyles also said communities should carefully consider the consequences and trade-offs of accepting a wind farm.
Caffyn said UPC has a practice of hiring local people for work associated with the wind farm, although most of the jobs are short-term, such as clearing roads and pouring concrete when the towers are installed – at a cost of around $1.65 million per turbine. 
“Once they’re up and running,” he said, “there aren’t a whole lot of jobs associated with it.”
Whether UPC is granted a variance or not, Caffyn reiterates that an anemometer does not mean the company will automatically pursue developing a wind farm.
“The message for Lyman is, it’s very early. It’s very, very early,” he said. “We may find that there’s no wind resource up there and we need to go somewhere else.”
The Linoweses and some of their neighbors don’t buy that.
“For the town to mortgage one of its greatest assets… is just very short-sighted,” Jonathan Linowes said.

