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To the Editor:

Much has been written about the positive and negative aspects of wind power, and this important public policy question will undoubtedly, and rightfully, be the subject of considerable legislative debate in the months and years ahead.

Clearly, there are significant benefits of wind power, a renewable source of energy with fixed costs.  Prices for wind-generated power would not be subject to the fluctuations we have witnessed for natural gas and other power sources.  In addition, power generated by wind promises some environmental advantages, since it would not result in the production of greenhouse gases, which are believed to cause problems such as acid rain.

While there is no denying the benefits of wind power, there is also a critical question of whether its generation is appropriate for Vermont.  We have been told that generation of wind energy in Vermont must occur at altitudes between 2,500 and 4,000 feet because the wind resource is insufficient below that height and icing and other weather problems make it impractical above 4,000 feet.  As a result of these factual realities, industrial wind development, if it is to occur in Vermont, must be sited along our ridgelines.  The turbines used to generate commercial wind power are huge.  They are 330 feet tall and must be lit according to FAA regulations.  Additionally, they must be spaced a good distance apart. It is my understanding that the 27 towers proposed for Glebe Mountain would be located on a three-and-a-half-mile section of ridgeline.  The towers, and the roads that must be built between them, will have a significant impact on the ridgeline.

While I strongly support increasing our use of renewable energy sources, I also have concerns whether the development of commercial wind energy is, in the long run, good for Vermont.  The fact is, our state’s current energy mix includes a very low percentage of power produced by fossil fuels raising questions about the potential trade-offs.

1. Should Vermont be working instead with the Province of Quebec to solidify a contractual relationship for Canadian power to be generated at an expanded James Bay generation facility?  

2. Will Vermont-generated wind energy actually be used by Vermonters, or will it be exported to other states?  Much of the need for wind power comes from outside Vermont, because mandatory renewable standards enacted in other New England states require their use of green power.  These states have limited sources of renewable energy within their borders, and I am concerned that energy produced by structures impacting Vermont’s ridgelines may be used to satisfy other states’ renewable power requirements.

3. How does the potential purchase of the Connecticut and Deerfield dams as well as the    possible upgrade of Vermont Yankee fit in with Vermont’s energy blend?  

Vermont has a long history of protecting its ridgelines.  The unspoiled silhouettes of Vermont’s ridgelines and mountains are an important part of our state’s beauty and legacy.  Some remember with Yankee pride how Gov. George Aiken rejected a federal offer to build a highway along the spine of the Green Mountains back in the 1930s.  The placement of large, commercial wind generators on those ridgelines, therefore, is as important a land use issue as it is an energy generation issue.

I believe the Vermont Legislature must carefully study wind power and its place in Vermont’s energy mix and environmental future.  As legislators, we have a responsibility to ask the following questions:

What is the proper size and scale for these facilities in Vermont?

Would the infusion of large quantities of wind power into Vermont’s energy grid have any negative impact on the reliability of the state’s electrical system?

What effect would commercial wind farms on Vermont ridgelines have on our tourism economy and property values?

How does wind power fit in with Vermont’s long-term energy plan?

This is an important issue, with ramifications that will be felt for decades to come.  We need not rush to judgment.  We must take our time and do it right.

As always, I welcome your comments, your questions and your suggestions.  Please feel free to call me anytime at my home, 802-824-5052, or in Montpelier at 800-322-5616.  I will be happy to respond to any concerns you may have.  Please remember; we all need to be involved in finding solutions to our problems.
An again, my sincere thanks for your support and trust.
Yours truly,
Rep. Rick Hube
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