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 Dept. of Public Service releases revised energy plan 

By LISA RATHKE, 
Associated Press Writer 

MONTPELIER -- The Department of Public Service Friday released a 250-page revision of the state's draft energy plan that some critics charge is long on discussion and short on strategy for the next 20 years. 

"Most of the plan addresses where we are now and very little addresses where we're going to go, how we're going to plan for energy in the next 20 years," said Patrick Berry, policy director for the Vermont Natural Resources Council. "So, like the other plan, we're concerned that we still don't have a vision for Vermont's energy future."

The plan lays out three goals: to diversify energy sources; reduce energy costs and promote clean sources of energy. It also includes more in depth discussion on future energy sources, renewable energy and conservation, said Public Service Commissioner David O'Brien. 

"We've added whole chapters on subjects such as emerging technologies, where energy is going to come from in the future; what's going on in the wholesale power market in last few years; energy efficiency and conservation, the history of that and some of thoughts on where we can go with that in the future," he said.

But environmental groups and some legislators say the plan lacks substance, and differs little from the first draft they criticized when it was released last December.

"It's quite scandalous that when the major issue is energy independence we have a plan that leads us nowhere," said Senate Pro Tem Peter Welch, D-Windsor. "There basically is no planning in this document."

"The thing that worries me the most is this is not a plan," said Azur Moulaert, energy advocate for the Vermont Public Interest Research Group. "This is a bullet list of things that might occur in the future but it's not a plan. It is not prescriptive, it's descriptive."

Moulaert claimed the draft was written without sufficient public input. But O'Brien, who plans to hold two public hearing on the latest draft, disagreed. He said many of the revisions are in response to comments from the public.

"The input from the public and different interest groups had a lot to do with shaping this draft. I think they should be commended for their input and interest," O'Brien said.

For example he said he took into account comments from the AARP about the high cost of electricity for low-income Vermonters.

AARP is the nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that lobbies for issues that affect people above 50 years old.

The plan recommends the state consider a program to help low-income residents pay their electric costs.

"What's great is that they lay out a case that there is a problem," said Philene Taormina, a spokeswoman for AARP.

O'Brien said the different opinions about the plan may simply reflect different perspectives on Vermont's energy status.

"We are not in a situation today in Vermont where we face a dramatic threat in our energy picture," he said. "Some of the things we're hearing, we just don't see the evidence for a need to do something dramatic."

O'Brien added that the utilities, not the state, decide where the future energy supplies would come from.

Among the recommendations, the plan proposes to offer incentives to people or companies that use renewable sources of energy, such as wind and solar.

"We want renewable energy supply to increase over 10 or 20 years," O'Brien said.

It also calls for utilities to seek alternative forms of energy if Vermont Yankee, the state's lone nuclear plant, is shut down.
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