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	Investors propose short wind turbines 

Burlington Free Press, May 8, 2004

By Matt Sutkoski 
Free Press Staff Writer

COLCHESTER -- If Brian Costello and Greg Strong have their way, wind turbines scattered across the Champlain valley will one day spin electricity into the suburban northwestern Vermont power grid. 

Costello, president of Lake Champlain Power, and Strong, of newly formed Tuvalu Green Power, say they could provide wind-generated electricity without using the kind of 300-foot wind towers that provoked opposition in the Northeast Kingdom. 

Strong is working with a California-based Wind Harvest Co. and plans to install turbines in the Champlain valley. The turbines from Wind Harvest are far different from the familiar ones that resemble pinwheels. 

Wind Harvest turbines stand about 50 feet tall. The blades form hollow rectangles and spin horizontally. 

One Wind Harvest turbine could power 300 to 500 homes, Costello said. He envisions "farms" of several turbines placed close together. 

Electricity generated by the windmills would enter the overall electric grid. Strong and Costello would negotiate a power purchase contract with a local utility to make money. 

Costello and Strong are just beginning to study whether their idea will work in the Champlain valley. Both said they are not ready to submit formal proposals. 

They are quietly approaching town boards in the Champlain valley, asking for letters stating they agree with the concept. The letters would help Costello and Strong obtain grants and other backing for their project. 

The Alburg Selectboard agreed to support the Champlain wind energy concept last month. "It would be cheaper electricity," said Alburg Selectboard Chairman Rick Baker. 

Costello says he also has approached some landowners with the idea for wind turbines. He says he's not ready to say exactly where the turbines will go or specifically which landowners he's spoken with. 
Winds and views 


Most wind generation companies are looking at mountaintops because that's where the most reliable winds blow. But winds might be strong and consistent enough in the islands to generate power, Costello said. 

The only way to know for sure is to install wind monitoring stations in various parts of the Champlain valley to test air speeds. Costello said he would soon seek permits to erect the monitors. 

Costello sees other benefits to Champlain valley turbines: There would be no need for lengthy transmission lines from the turbines, or extensive access roads for repair crews. 

Even more important, Strong said, the shorter Wind Harvest turbines could be more palatable to the public than larger structures. 

"The big aesthetic concern is the ridgetops are much more visible than low-lying areas on the islands. I alsostrongly believe in bringing energy production as close to the point it's used as possible," Strong said. 

Colchester Selectboard member Ed Ploof, who listened to Costello and Strong's pitch for support last month, said he opposes large wind turbines on Vermont's mountains, but Champlain valley wind generation could be more palatable. 

"If you want it, put it in your own back yard. If Chittenden County wants to produce wind energy, it's a better way to go than annihilate the Northeast Kingdom and ship the power to Burlington," Ploof said. 

The Selectboard opted to seek more information about wind generation before writing a letter supporting Costello and Strong's ideas. 
Next up 


Strong said his motivation for embarking on Champlain valley wind generation is influenced largely by his belief the world needs energy alternatives. The name of his company refers to the South Pacific island of Tuvalu, which scientists say is threatened by global warming and rising sea levels. 

First he and Costello will have to concern themselves with the more prosaic tasks of financing and satisfying regulators. The two declined to share details of costs associated with buying the turbines, leasing or buying land and other details. 

Before anything is built, Costello and Strong must satisfy regulators at the Vermont Public Service Board, just as any utility would, said Gregg Faber, a utility analyst with the board. Applicants for commercial wind power must show how the project would affect air, traffic, the environment and a variety of other issues. 

Strong said he will not apply to the state until all their preliminary work is done. 

Contact Matt Sutkoski at 660-1846 or msutkosk@bfp.burlingtonfreepress.com 
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