Green tags go for power produced by many means 

Burlington Free Press, April 4, 2004


Renewable energy credits, sometimes called "green tags," are credits given to energy producers for electricity produced from projects such as wind turbines -- but wind isn't the only way the credits are generated. 

Green tags can be produced from a number of renewable energy sources, including wind, solar, geothermal and small hydropower projects. 

Ed Devarney of Milton has proposed to generate both electricity and green tags from a methane-burning project he has proposed for a landfill in Williston. The methane is produced by decomposition of buried organic waste, which qualifies it as a renewable energy source. 

"You can't build -- especially on a small scale -- renewable-energy projects without green tags," Devarney said. "They're absolutely critical." 

Most green tags generated by Vermont projects are sold out of state, particularly in Connecticut and Massachusetts, where state law requires utilities to purchase a certain number of green tags each year. 

-- Matt Crawford
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