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Puzzling wind arguments 

We're flummoxed why so many Vermonters are upset about wind energy. 

We read the letters you write, we run the columns that passionately argue for and against wind farms and we attend the public hearings like many others to try to figure out what the big deal is here. 

OK, 300-foot towers are big; the turbine blades are big. But gosh, people, wind towers are sleek, modernistic monuments to our commitment to stop ruining the planet. 

Opponents say we need a moratorium to study wind towers' impact on the ridgelines and forest lands. Supporters - and there is a broadbased coalition of the political spectrum - argue that Vermont's reliance of polluting energy sources goes against what we stand for. Not to mention that Vermont Yankee and HydroQuebec contracts will (probably) be obsolete in the next decade or so. 

The main objection is aesthetics. The towers will be unsightly on Vermont's pristine ridgelines. Some raise the concern of noise produced by the spinning blades. 

We find them awe-inspiring. The towers are cool-looking and the sound, a sort of "white noise" isn't offensive in the least. 

Vermont's beauty should be protected; it is our biggest asset. And, it's politically correct to always give credence to green arguments, but this is one project the environmental groups should be all out touting. Putting the kibosh on wind energy for want of information of bird and bat injuries is ridiculous in its irony. Save the animals but kill the air. 

Perhaps, Alex Wilson of Dummerston put it best when he penned this entry to an Internet blog on the Appalachian Trail Conference's opposition to a wind farm in Maine: 

"I continue to be saddened by the Appalachian Trail Conference's position on the Maine wind farm. If we - as people who celebrate and cherish the outdoors - cannot recognize that renewable energy sources provide our only real means of ensuring that this beauty will be around for our grandchildren and great-grandchildren to enjoy, then how can we expect the general public to buy into the idea of protecting wild areas, such as the A.T. corridor and its viewscape? Global warming now threatens the very forests that make New England such a wonderful place. Without a shift to make renewable energy source, my own state of Vermont is projected to lose maple forests - perhaps within the next century. I'd rather retain those maple forests with a few windmills on the ridges and be able to see those windmills through clear blue skies than have to peer through hazy gray skies at ridges whose native vegetation has been replaced by more southern species." 

Alex Wilson Dummerston 

Vermont Editor, Environmental Building News 

Appalachian Trailway News - March-April 2003 
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