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	Clavelle criticizes Douglas energy plan 



By Ross Sneyd 
The Associated Press

MONTPELIER -- Burlington Mayor Peter Clavelle described a state energy plan drafted by the Douglas administration as empty rhetoric Wednesday and promised a comprehensive agenda of his own. 

He said his statewide energy policies would look very much like what he has advocated in Burlington, which owns and operates its own municipal electric utility, emphasizing greater efficiency and promoting more use of renewable sources, including wind. 

"My plan for Vermont's energy future includes a well-rounded approach to meeting our needs, reducing bills, protecting our natural resources, the use of renewable energy sources, and an absolute commitment to increased energy efficiency," Clavelle said at a news conference. 

Energy is another area where Clavelle, the Democrat running for governor, believes he has an edge on Douglas. The first-term Republican doesn't see it that way. 

Douglas and his staff believe he has a strong record on energy that has promoted renewable energy and has set the stage for diversifying the sources from which the state meets its demand for electricity. 

"It's obvious that Peter Clavelle didn't burn the midnight oil researching the governor's record on renewable energy," campaign manager Neale Lunderville said. "This is a low-wattage attempt to distort the governor's record. Governor Douglas has been a strong proponent of renewable energy, energy efficiency, over the course of his term." 

Douglas has been the subject of criticism from a number of environmental groups and Democratic legislators, however, for the energy plan prepared by his Public Service Department. 

The first draft of a 20-year planning document prepared by the department was widely panned and was redrafted. The new version was released last week, and Clavelle said it still came up short. 

"This so-called plan looks an awful lot like the Bush-Cheney energy plan," Clavelle said. "It relies heavily on fossil fuels and nuclear power; it dismisses the value of renewables and efficiency; and it puts the interest of large corporations before the needs of Vermonters." 

Clavelle claimed that electric bills for Burlington residents are 40 percent less than the statewide average and the city and its residents and businesses use 2 percent less electricity than when he was first elected in 1989. 

His statewide plan would rely on renewable sources such as wood, wind, solar power and hydroelectric dams, he said. He would work to encourage development of five to 10 commercial wind farms that his campaign staff said could supply 10 percent to 15 percent of the state's power needs. 

The Connecticut and Deerfield river hydroelectric generating system could supply 20 percent of the state's energy needs, Clavelle said, if the state were to buy it from its bankrupt owner. 

"Jim Douglas would rather give away Vermont's access to these resources to major corporations," he said. 

Lunderville said that was an unfair and inaccurate characterization of the governor's position on the dams. His administration has worked with the Vermont Renewable Power Supply Acquisition Authority, which has teamed up with two private companies to bid for the dam if a Bankruptcy Court approves such a sale. 

"We are waiting for the Bankruptcy Court to set a hearing for when there will be any kind of formal public action on the potential sale of the dams," said John Sayles, interim manager of the Vermont Hydroelectric Power Authority. "We're still actively pursuing an interest in the facilities and to the extent they become available, we will be doing everything we can to be at the table." 

Clavelle said the administration has not been aggressive enough on the Connecticut River dams or other energy supply issues to replace contracts with Hydro-Quebec, which begin to expire in 2015, and Vermont Yankee, whose operating license expires in 2012. 

"This draft provides Vermonters with nothing new, nothing bold and nothing in the way of providing solutions to ensure our future," he said. 
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