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 [image: image2.png]“I remember the first night they turned them on. | was in shock. | felt like throwing up.
| couldn't believe the noise.” - a former supporter of wind energy in Lincoln Township,
Wis,, who lives 1/4 mile from turbines
*Thirteen turbines were proposed for my land, but we decided to wait. Thank goodness
we did or we'd be out of farming.” —a dairy farmer in Lincoln Township, Wis., who

saw cancer, deformities and abortions in his cows within one season of turbine
construction on adjacent land.
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Don't let Wind Energy companies fool you. They are not "green" companies. They are for-profit and are backed by investors (in this case, Pennsylvania and Chicago power corporations and Japanese investors) who are poised to take advantage of residents' naiveté and exploit our resources for their own ends. Read more about the hoodwinking of communities. See photos of what our area will look like if project is approved.

Can you trust your community's future to a non-established company that exists only on paper? Illinois Wind Energy is run from an unmanned office in downtown Chicago and is operating illegally without a requisite business license.

A dairy cow from a former award-winning herd suffers from electrical pollution from nearby turbines.

How are Indiantown residents being duped by the Wind Energy companies?

*
Indiantown farmers are being offered ONLY $5,000 per turbine compared to $11,000 offered elsewhere. Land for development is more valuable than the companies are letting on. This is especially true in towns that have allowed turbine construction in the past but have denied further development because of unending problems. Read more about communities pulling support from further development. 

· The 381-foot towers and blades are not

Wind Energy companies are counting on naive residents 

Wind Energy companies will try to convince you that 

*
The Wind Energy companies have a great track record. 

Reality check: The Indiantown project would be Illinois Wind Energy's FIRST project. Even though ILWE is partnered with other corporations, it is important to note that ILWE is a LIMITED LIABILITY company, meaning that its partners are shielded from damages or reparations if ILWE cannot pay. Currently, ILWE isn't even operating legally in the City of Chicago, as it does not have a legitimate business license. 

Florida Power & Light is one of the largest Wind Energy companies in the U.S., comparable in size to Enron before Enron's collapse. FPL has not made friends in many of the communities it has targeted, as evidenced in Addison, Wis., where residents lobbied to prevent FPL construction, citing a campaign of misinformation by FPL and backdoor politicking. (See www.jsonline.com/news/ozwash/aug01/addison24082301a.asp)

The same scenario currently is playing out in a dozen other states with opposition mounting as quickly as turbines are being proposed.

WKA turbines in Eifel, Germany, after Jan. 28, 2002, windstorm. 

*
The Wind Energy construction is safe. 

Reality check: Wind turbines pose threats to human and animal welfare. Recently constructed turbines in Eifel, Germany, could not withstand the first windstorm of 2002 and crumpled. These turbines are about as tall as a football field and weigh as much as a DC 9 or Boeing 737. 

Ice throw from the turbine blades is a serious condition in northern climates. Lumps up to 2 pounds can form and could be thrown nearly 1,500 feet, which is farther than most 750-foot property setbacks. 

Wind turbines and their ancillary equipment have killed raptors, such as hawks and eagles, and other migrating birds. Windfarms have produced enough bird collisions and deaths to raise concern from wildlife agencies and conservation groups. 
Read more about turbines endangering lives. 

*
Wind Energy companies are investments in the future. 

Reality check: Learn lessons from Enron. "Enron, for instance, managed to pick up several near-bankrupt wind and solar power companies over the years and treated them like political lottery tickets. Wherever Enron went, pious campaigns for the virtues of renewable energy subsidies (in effect, subsidies for Enron) were sure to follow." -- Wall Street Journal, Jan. 21, 2002. Now Enron wind farms lay scattered across the country, and Enron is asking a federal agency to pay a huge insurance claim on an idled power plant. Enron is not the only Wind Energy provider to go bankrupt. Kenetech, the market leader in the U.S., declared bankruptcy in the spring of 1996. Now communities that were assured funds to dismantle turbines at the end of their life spans are uncertain of their future. 

*
The community will benefit from a boost in the tax base and jobs. 

Reality check: Residents do not move into a community to become wind farmers. Residents move out to get away from the turbines. After construction of turbines in Lincoln Township, Wis., four families' homes were bought out and raised by the Wind Energy companies, reducing the tax base. One 175-head dairy farmer is considering leaving the family business after raising generations of prize-winning cattle. In addition, the market for potential buyers of homes adjacent to the wind turbines has been reduced by 50 percent, according to a township study. 

As for jobs, construction contracts last only a few months and the contracts for a few dozen workers will benefit mostly non-local companies. 

*
The community will have "green power" energy alternatives. 

Reality check: The wind farmers do not get to use electricity from the wind turbines. The local residents don't either. This electricity is headed to Chicago. Because of a mandate by Mayor Daley, the city government facilities must purchase electricity from power companies with 20 percent renewable energy sources. Chicago's Commonwealth Edison is the most likely buyer for Indiantown's wind energy. Take a look at the real benefactors of downstate Wind Energy projects. 

Wind might be free but harnessing it is not. Wind only seems to be the cheapest form of energy in the U.S. because of heavy subsidies. When you add in the cost to the taxpayers, wind costs more than fossil fuels and hydroelectric power. Moreover, Wind Energy companies have been holding their breath over subsidies that recently expired. "If the tax credits are not extended, the boom both in California and in the Midwest likely will collapse." -- Independent Energy, April, 1999 

According to a report by the National Center for Policy Analysis, "A conservative estimate of the total U.S. taxpayer subsidy to wind power is more than $1,200 per installed kilowatt." 

*
Wind Energy can replace fossil fuel and nuclear dependency. 

Reality check: When unreliable winds cannot produce the required amount of electricity, a equivalent backup source that can produce firm power is required, such as oil, gas, coal, or nuclear. Extracting one kilowatt/hour of energy from the wind costs four times as much as using fossil fuels. 

*
Illinois generates enough wind for financially feasible windfarms. 

Reality check: The wind resources are rated from 1 to 7, with 7 being the best, based on average wind speeds. A Level 3 wind resource is generally accepted as the minimum required to make a windfarm economical. According to the Renewable Resource Data Center, the average for the area is actually Level 2. 

*
Wind Energy companies are "good neighbors." 

Reality check: Once the turbines are constructed the power companies do not have to address problems in the communities if remediation is not specified in their usage permits. The "good neighbor" public relations campaign by Wisconsin Public Service included 

°Ë Razing the homes of residents who complained of noise (giving them a 30-day take-it-or-leave-it buy-out deal) 

°Ë Ignoring the complaints of a dairy farmer, who has traced the decline of milk production and increase of cancer and deformities in his formerly award-winning herd to stray voltage/electrical pollution from the power lines associated with the turbines. Other causes of concern are the headaches, nose bleeds, rashes, night sweats and chronic diarrhea suffered by his family and sometimes by visitors to the farm. (WPS did not increase the number of power lines in the area even thought the amount of current increased.) 

°Ë Recording noise complaints via a phone hot line (that has never lead to any action on reducing the noise) 

°Ë Setting up a noise study that measured decibel levels only three days per season (because WPS said they didn't have the funds for a more complete study) 

°Ë Giving in to construction of TV towers for residents with interrupted reception (only after continued pressure from residents) 

According to a report by NCPA, problems with Wind Energy are not minor, even to wind power's leading proponents. Paul Gipe, author of "Wind Power for Home & Business" and "Wind Energy Comes of Age," in an October 15, 1996, letter to the chairman of the California Energy Commission, called for a moratorium on new wind subsidies until the problems of previous construction were addressed. Stated Gipe: 

I am a longtime advocate of wind energy in California and my record in support of the industry is well known. I have chronicled the growth of California's wind industry for more than 12 years. It therefore pains me greatly to urge the Commission to ... recommend to the legislature that no funds from the [California Competition Transition Charge] be distributed to existing or future wind projects in the state. Funds that were destined for this purpose should instead be deposited in a wind energy cleanup fund to be administered by the Commission. Money from this fund could then be used to control erosion from plants in California, to remove abandoned and nonoperating wind turbines littering our scenic hillsides, and to mitigate other environmental impacts from the state's wind industry.

*
Wind energy is innocuous. "I look at them as sort of gentle giants," said Stefan Noe, president of Illinois Wind Energy. 

Reality check: The wind turbines affect human and animals in profound ways. "For people living nearby, wind power plants are an incessant strain on their vegetative nervous system. Reflections of light and shades, permanent noise, intermittent sound, and inaudible low-frequency vibrations cause mental as well as physical complaints or illnesses. In this way, the basic right to physical and mental well-being is violated. Citizens for whom the emotional stress with its physical effects gets unbearable are threatened with expulsion from home." -- Resolution of the Citizens' Action Committees against Wind Turbines in Germany 

Not even environmentalists can fully support the wind farms because of their slaughter of golden eagles, American kestrels, red-tailed hawks, and other birds. According to the National Audubon Society, "more eagles are killed by wind turbines than were lost in the disastrous Exxon VALDEZ oil spill." 

Questions also are being raised about concerns over erosion from service roads, flashing lights and red-and-white paint required by the FAA on tall towers, rushed construction for tax considerations, fencing requirements, oil leakage, and abandoned turbines. 

"Unfortunately, there are hundreds, if not thousands, of wind turbines in California that are less reliable, less well maintained, and less well sited. . . . Some simply do not work." -- "Wind Energy Comes of Age" Read more about turbines endangering lives. 

Separating the Truth from the Lies 

What the Wind Power Companies Told Lincoln Township Residents vs. the Reality 

Wisonsin Public Service called their implementation program a "good neighbor" policy. However, if you talk to the residents of Lincoln Township, you will find that after the wind turbines were constructed, their "good neighbor" slammed the door on complaints, concerns and consideration for the residents who are expected to live with problems for the next 30 years. 

"We were misinformed. They pulled it over on us."-- a resident of Lincoln Township, Wis., whose home is located 1,200 feet from the nearest turbine 

MISLEADING STATEMENTS/LIES
WHAT HAPPENED AFTER THE TURBINES WERE CONSTRUCTED

Turbine noise will not be an issue.
Due to the noise, two homeowners sold their properties to the power company and moved; their former homes were bulldozed and razed. One homeowner is trying to move his house away from the area. Two homeowners are suing the power company, in hopes that the noise problem will be remedied.

In addition, due to residents' complaints, the power company now shuts off the turbines when the wind is blowing 5-10 mph.

50 decibels is the equivalent of people talking in a room.
50 decibels of noise carries differently outdoors than indoors. See excerpts from Lincoln Township's Noise Complaint Log.

Turbines will not affect property values.
In a township survey, half of the residents said they now highly dislike the turbines and would have liked them located in a less conspicuous area, farther away. If half say they highly dislike the turbines, it is likely that half of the potential buyers for a property can be dismissed. Property values have yet to be reassessed after the turbine construction.

The turbines will not affect TV reception.
TV reception was interrupted. Individual TV antennas were purchased by the power company and erected for individual residences. Afterwards, the power company said they would not pay for any more TV reception improvements for the duration of the 30-year turbine contract, even when a new local station was added. Residents had to fight to get the power company to add the station.

Strobe and shadow effects will not occur.
Strobe and shadow effects were problem enough that residents complained and the power company had to pay for awnings, window treatment blinds and trees to block the light at certain times of the day. Strobe and shadow effects take place for about 40 minutes during sunrise or sunset if the angle of the sun and the light intensity create the right conditions.

Lightning will not affect the turbines.
Lightning struck and broke one of the turbine blades. The blade had to be replaced.

Lincoln Township is the best area in the nation for optimal wind speed.
Lincoln Township doesn't even have the best wind conditions in the state, let alone the U.S. for constant, high winds.

Excerpts from Lincoln Township's Noise Complaint Log 

DATE
TIME
DESCRIPTION

6/14/00
6:55 am
Loud thrashing sounds. SW winds.

6/16/00
11:04 pm
Very noisy -- can't sleep -- West wind

6/21/00
9:54 pm
Sounds like a jet up on the hill.

6/28/00
5:55 am
Extremely noisy. SW winds.

7/01/00
12:57 pm
Obnoxious noise can be heard

7/09/00
12:12 am
Disturbing sleep

8/06/00
8:00 pm
Loud, whirring, airport like sounds winds from West.

8/07/00
6:40 am
Called to say turbines were very loud all night long.

8/18/00
7:54 am
Said it sounds like being next to an airport.

9/07/00
6:04 am
Loud rushing, pulsating. Noise dominates the environment. SSW winds. 56ºF

9/13/00
6:55 am
Thunderous racket, like having an industrial park across the road. SW winds. 53ºF

9/17/00
7:58 pm
Very loud last night, trying to sleep, can't with windows open, have to close windows, very hot in house.

9/26/00
19:31 am
Sounds like thundering away up on the hill. W.S.W. winds. There was a strobe effect when the sun was setting.

10/4/00
3:20 am
Making a lot of noise. Woke me up, can't sleep and it's 3:20 A.M. N.W. winds at 10 mph.

10/10/00
5:25 pm
We have a major strobing effect today.

10/12/00
5:57 am
Rather thunderous whacking, whooshing noise, just intolerable. We could hear it all night, clearly audible through the house. Turbines facing S.W. 45º clear.

10/18/00
4:25 am
Wind generators woke us up again this morning. We can't sleep anymore. West wind doesn't seem to be Blowing very hard.

10/18/00
6:40 am
Incredibly loud whacking, whooshing noise. I would describe it as thunderous. It sounds like were living in the middle of an industrial park. Just totally fills the air. It was happening through the night too. Were pretty disgusted that WPS would put these things up here Knowing that it was going to be this loud. It's just totally disruptive and we're very angry about this. S.W. winds 45º mostly clear.

11/24/00
7:00 am
Very loud noise. Sounds like kind of like a threshing machine. Very audible even within our house. Temp. 21º S.W. winds, clear skies.

12/03/00
7:47 am
Extremely loud today. Totally filling the air. Sounds like were living near a train yard. S.W. winds, clear skies.

12/08/00
8:09 am
Wind turbines are very noisy. N.W. winds. Experiencing Interference with television reception.

01/08/01
4:09 am
Wind generators are very noisy this morning. Kept me awake most of the night. West winds 10-15 mph.

01/09/01
7:14 am
Really chopping boxcar train like noise Sounds like were near an airport. Sky is clear. 5ºF, West winds.

01/14/01
7:56 am
Noise is very loud, extremely loud this morning. Turning whirring noise we can hear inside the house. Heard it through the night. When outside the noise completely dominates. Sky is overcast 34º East winds.

01/25/01
4:04 pm
Wind turbines are very loud. Sounded like an industrial park all day today. S.W. winds. We have a major strobing effect today.

02/09/01
7:26 am
Loud as he's ever heard them. Sounds like were living next to an airport. West N/W winds, 32ºF cloudy.

03/18/01
6:12 am
Wind generators are making a lot of noise. We're trying to sleep and they woke us up. Can't sleep this morning West winds 10 mph.

03/24/01
5:26 am
Wind generators are very noisy again. Were having very bad strobing effects again tonight.

04/13/01
6:45 pm
WT's causing horrible strobing effect. They were loud all day, this morning and now. Loud whirring wooshing whatever you want to call it.

The above is just an excerpt. Over 90 complaints were lodged in under one year.

Former wind energy supporters tell what it's like to live within 1/4 mile of wind turbines 

Health problems 

Other than the reported anxiety, high blood pressure and sleep loss, some of the local farmers in Lincoln Township, Wis., are facing one of the most frightening affects from windfarms. Because the Wind Energy companies did not erect additional power lines to accommodate the increased electrical carriage from the turbines, the residents are battling stray voltage and electrical pollution. 

Animal health problems in a formerly award-winning herd include cancer deaths, ringworm, mange, lice, parasites, cows not calving properly, dehydration, mutations such as no eyeballs or tails, cows holding pregnancy 1 to 2 weeks and then aborting, blood from nostrils, black hair coats turning brown, mastitis, kidney and liver failure. 

Other farms in the area farther away from turbines are seeing a decrease in milk production. Three farms are ready to sell. 

Resident health problems include diarrhea, 4 to 5 menstrual periods per month, night sweats, sleeplessness, rashes, itching, headaches, bloody noses, frequent urination, attention deficit disorder diagnosed in a three-year-old, and inability to conceive. Sometimes even short-term visitors contract the symptoms, including construction workers who broke out in nosebleeds after a few hours of work. 

Noise problems 

Noise was so bad for some residents in Lincoln Township that Wisconsin Public Service offered to buyout six homes. For those who have chosen to stay, they are living with different degrees of noise disruption. 

"I called the utility every day about the noise problem." 

"We're disturbed by the noise and blinking lights. We were misinformed. [The utilities] pulled it over on us." 

"At the town meetings I'd listen to other people and I thought, 'They're just angry. How can [the turbines] be that noisy?' . . . When they went in I couldn't believe the noise." 

"The noise is the worst problem . . . The worst sound is when we have low winds. It's a chop-whoosh sound like a jet at an airport or a train station." 

"It dominates the sound environment on the worst days." 

"They said 50 decibels equals a conversation. So I figured I can't hear a conversation 1/4 mile away, so we'll be okay . . . Low frequency noise will come through windows when they're closed and when we're sleeping . . . At night it's bad when you're trying to get to sleep." 

"The quality of our life has been affected . . . It's radically altered our ability to enjoy our property." 

"There will be a string a days with unending pulsating." 

"We're learning to live with the nose, but not by preference. It's when they're off that you realize what you've lost." 

Read about Lincoln Township's opposition to further windfarm projects.

For more information e-mail info@windpowercons.com
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