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	Popular UK conservationist David Bellamy comes out fighting against proposed turbine farms in New Zealand
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Renowned British conservationist David Bellamy says wind farms are not the environmentally-friendly option they are supposed to be.

Windflow Technology is preparing to apply for resource consent to build a 50 megawatt wind farm in the Tararua Ranges.

The wind farms are touted by their supporters as being an environmentally sensitive way of generating power.

But Professor Bellamy says there are hidden costs of turbine farms, impacting visually on the countryside, killing birds and bats, and requiring the construction of roads to get the wind farm built.

He says wind farms divert funding from better alternative power strategies such as energy efficiency.

David Bellamy has joined a campaign in Britain speaking out against a wind farm proposed for Romney Marsh on the Kent Coast. He says wind farms are not green and they destroy landscapes.

He says they really do not work and jokes 'how do you boil a kettle when the wind is not blowing'.

David Bellamy says in Britain, the development of wind power is a fiasco which destroys the beauty of the countryside, threatening the one industry that represents an economic lifeline - tourism. 
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