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Government Climate Science Scandal Continues

By Dr. Tim Ball

Letter to the Editor - The Hill Times (Ottawa)

Published March 1, 2004
Here we go again; another unqualified, politically appointed, government official, this time from abroad, trying to stifle debate in Canada about the highly controversial science of climate change (The Hill Times, Feb 9, "Kyoto Protocol a key part of international response").   Instead of encouraging Canadians to look at the facts and think for themselves about the obvious inconsistencies in the science backing Kyoto, the author, U.K. Prime-Ministerial science advisor Sir David King, expects us to obediently bow to the authority of international bands of so-called experts.  Real science is all about questioning, no matter what official dogma says, and if King were still thinking as a scientist instead of a bureaucrat, he would be happy to debate the science of the case.  Kyoto science is NOT religion in Canada, even if it has become such in obsessive-compulsive risk-phobic Europe.

Late last year, Dr. King conducted a cross-Canada speaking tour in the hopes of influencing our internal policy decisions on greenhouse-gas reduction.  As usual, alarmist, unsubstantiated rhetoric was abundant and King even dismissed the well-thought out objections of one of Canada's foremost engineers and an Order of Canada recipient when he dared to disagree with Dr. King's polemics.  

It is not surprising that Dr. King wants Canadians to meekly follow the UK's lead and implement draconian, but completely unnecessary, carbon-dioxide emission limits.  Europe wanted the Protocol, not to resolve global warming, although that is the moral high-ground position they take, but to establish a level trade playing field by imposing a carbon tax on the developed world. This is because they believe North America has an advantage of cheap energy, and so set targets Europe could easily meet but which would cripple our international competitiveness. 

Regardless, whether Dr. King likes it or not, Canadian scientists do question the "holy grail" of Kyoto.  Perhaps it is time Canadians organized a speaking tour of the UK in order to support the many British scientists who understand the extraordinary deception that Dr. King and others have foisted on our good friends in that country.  After all, as Dr. King points out, this is a highly international issue and we have as much right to contest his stance in Britain as he has ours in Canada.

Sincerely,

Dr. Tim Ball, Environmental Consultant
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Victoria, British Columbia, V9A 7M6

28 years Professor of Climatology at the University of Winnipeg.

