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> *Winds of controversy blow in Shelburne*

> 

> By Matt Crawford

> Free Press Staff Writer

> 

> Vermont's mountaintops and ridgelines have been at the center of the

> controversy about wind turbine development.

> 

> Now the debate gathers steam in Shelburne on the shores of Lake Champlain at

> an elevation of just 148 feet above sea level.

> 

> At the heart of the Shelburne discussion is how a 116-foot-high wind tower

> that resident Jon Fishman wants to build on his secluded Quaker Smith Point

> property will fit in with the surrounding lakeshore scenery.

> 

> Fishman, the drummer of the defunct rock band Phish, wants to build a

> 10-kilowatt turbine to provide electricity to his home. He says one big

> reason he splurged on the 18-acre lot on the Lake Champlain shore is because

> it's perfectly suited for renewable energy like wind and solar power.

> 

> Shelburne town officials and neighbors have raised flags of concern about

> Fishman's vision for a turbine.

> 

> To some, the uneasiness with Fishman's project is spiced with

> contradictions.

> 

> "Basically, Jon Fishman is walking the talk on the environment," said David

> Blittersdorf, founder of NRG Systems in Hinesburg, the renewable energy

> company working with Fishman on the project, "but there are people who don't

> want him to do it."

> 

> Andrea Van Hoven, chairwoman of Shelburne's Natural Resources and

> Conservation Committee, contends that's not quite the case.

> 

> "This is a very difficult issue for us," Van Hoven said. "All of us agree

> that wind power is a wonderful alternative; the only question is its visual

> impact. We're extremely torn. We're not saying it shouldn't happen, we're

> just concerned about the scenic effects."

> 

> Concern grows

> Shelburne town officials, many of whom have demanded changes in Vermont

> Electric Power Company's plan to upgrade power transmission lines in town to

> lessen the visual impact of the project, are requesting the Public Service

> Board hold a hearing before issuing the "certificate of public good" needed

> for the wind turbine to be built.

> 

> Fishman, as required by law, applied for the public good certificate Sept.

> 27. The state, not the town, has jurisdiction over energy projects, so a

> board hearing presents the only opportunity for the town to weigh in.

> 

> "There may be some conflict with requirements in the town plans," planning

> commission chairman Rick Peterson said of Fishman's proposed project. "We

> want to make sure that the Public Service Board is aware of our concern."

> 

> Fishman's tower -- slightly taller than an average barn silo -- would be

> atop a 12-inch diameter tower with three 11-foot blades designed to catch

> the nearly omnipresent winds off the broad part of Lake Champlain. The

> rotor's diameter would be 23 feet.

> 

> The town's letter to the Public Service Board notes that Fishman's project

> could have a visual impact near the lakeshore, even though his ranch house

> can be seen by fewer than a half-dozen neighbors.

> 

> "Shelburne's Comprehensive Plan includes a map depicting areas recognized

> for their contribution to the Town's scenic landscape," reads the town's

> letter. "The location of the proposed wind turbine lies within an area

> designated on this map as a significant view."

> 

> Joining the town in its request for a hearing is Bruce Lisman, one of

> Fishman's few neighbors. Lisman is on the board of directors of Central

> Vermont Public Service Corp., the utility company that owns Catamount Energy

> Corporation, a subsidy of CVPS promoting wind projects in the U.S. and

> Europe.

> 

> Catamount is proposing a 27-turbine wind farm for Glebe Mountain in

> Londonderry, a project vehemently opposed by some southern Vermont residents

> concerned about the environmental and aesthetic impacts of the turbines.

> 

> According to the CVPS Web site, Catamount has interests in nine independent

> power projects, including two German and one Texas wind farm, and is

> investigating numerous opportunities in the wind business.

> 

> "What I'm trying to do is be consistent," Fishman said. "Bruce Lisman isn't

> being consistent with his efforts or his position."

> 

> Lisman, who said he is uncomfortable about what a wind turbine on the shores

> of Lake Champlain would look like, politely refuted Fishman's claim.

> 

> "Don't categorize me as anti-wind," said Lisman, who is building a house

> about -mile east of Fishman's home. "I'm not. I'm for renewable energy. I'm

> not being inconsistent. I'm just saying we should have a broad-based

> discussion about this.

> 

> "It's not," Lisman added, "black and white."

> 

> *Around town*

> 

> Serving as a backdrop to Fishman's project is Shelburne's stance on

> electricity.

> 

> The Selectboard, worried about the aesthetic impact of a proposed $130

> million utility line upgrade project by VELCO, has requested that the height

> of transmission poles be changed and some lines buried as VELCO moves

> forward with the project.

> 

> "It seems ironic that the town is fighting one thing and won't support the

> solution," Blittersdorf said. "People all along the VELCO line talk about

> having renewable energy on a local level or having conservation on the local

> level but when someone steps up with an alternative, they say no to that,

> too. I consider that morally dishonorable."

> 

> Selectboard chairman Steve Dates said its not inconsistent for the town to

> have concerns with both VELCO's expansion and Fishman's turbine.

> 

> "That's a stretch," Dates said. "Our issues with VELCO are quite different.

> VELCO is not a single spot, it's along a 6-mile route, most of it quite

> visible."

> 

> Dates did add: "If you had windmills on every lot, every house, that's

> pretty ugly."

> 

> Additionally, the Shelburne Web page says the town supports the "10%

> Challenge" a voluntary program to raise public awareness about global

> climate change that encourages people to reduce their greenhouse gas

> emissions by at least 10 percent.

> 

> Fishman says he senses a level of hypocrisy.

> 

> "My whole goal is to be able to supply my energy needs from natural

> resources." Fishman said. "It seems funny that we can agree on the principle

> of wind energy, its clean power with an endless, free supply that we don't

> have to go to war for, but we can't agree about what it looks like." 

 

